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‘ N 7 e have finally written the last chapter of ‘‘our’’ book,

and while it has been a much larger project than we
expected, and while there were times when we wondered why
we ever started it (and times when we were about to say
‘quits’ but didn’t), we continued and are glad we did. Marge
and I are now into our third year of researching, assembling,
writing, rewriting and typing these chapters and have now
reached the point where we both feel that ‘this is IT". Of
course, as soon as we made the decision to quit, other topics
that I could have covered started popping into my mind. But
‘this IS it’!

As you in our own generation read these chapters, I hope
they help you recall similar events in your own lives and com-
munities. For the younger readers my hope is that these pages
will make it easier for you to envision and understand life
in “‘the good old days.”’

I have used 1950 as an approximate cut-off year for record-
ing these thoughts, and hope that someone in the future will
record for posterity significant community events after that
time. After the middle of the 20th century, there were great
changes, not only in our nation and state, but in our little
family, as well. As an example, just during the month of
August, 1950 we moved into a new house on our O Bar O
Ranch, received rural electricity and, after 13 years of mar-
riage, adopted a 9-month-old son. Big changes!

The two communities I have been writing about are far
from what they used to be, in fact, Sims isn’t even a spot
on the map any more! The original Lutheran Church is still
standing and active, but there are only two families living
within the boundaries of what used to be the town, and both
have Almont as an address. They are Dick and Patty Feland

Hinton and Rodney and Teri Nelson and their children, An-
nika and Lafe. Many people still come to Sims to tour the
town site and marvel at ‘‘what used to be.”

Almont is declining and not nearly as active as it once was,
but we are not about ready to give up on it. All of us in the
community work together as a big family to maintain, pro-
mote and appreicate what we still have. In this year of 1993,
Almont has a population of 101 with three active churches
which enjoy working together. Our Mayor, Lawrence Ren-
ner, not only supervises the town with all its problems, but
is the community ‘Jack of All Trades’ who helps everyone
in need and has never yet learned to say ‘no’. His wife,
Goldie, is our cheerful, helpful and efficient Postmaster. The
Tavis Cafe where good home cooked meals are available and
where the Almont Commercial Club, which represents the
entire community and includes many civic minded rural
members, holds its dinner meeting each month, has been
operated by Pearl Tavis for 45 years. She is 82 years young
and still going strong.

The Almont Qil Company, owned and operated by Ed and
Charlotte Thiel, sells not only gas, oil, diesel and propane,
but feeds and fertilizer, as well. The Security State Bank of
New Salem has a branch here that gives us service three days
a week and we are fortunate in having a very good mechanic
at the Farmer’s Supply, Gene Petersen, who is able to keep
our mechanized equipment, cars and trucks in good operating
order. The Muddy Creek Saloon and Don’s Bar satisfy those
who thirst for spirits, and the Country Cut and Curl, owned
by Lynnea Ritz, keeps our ladies beautiful.

Our Almont School still educates our children in grades
K through 8 but high school students are bused to New Salem
where many of them have, and are, excelling academically
and in sports. There is an excellent Nutritional Hot Meal Pro-
gram for all senior citizens coordinated by Lorene Peterson
and we have a fully accredited volunteer squad for the
Almont Ambulance that works in conjunction with the
volunteer fire department.

Our Heritage Park and Museum is an attraction to our
town, and has become an interesting place for people to
browse and reminisce. The 110x40 museum is filled with arti-
facts of local interest. A one-room country school, NP
Depot, stone jail, blacksmith shop and many pieces of anti-
que machinery are also a part of Heritage Park.

People seem to enjoy coming to Almont as is evidence by
the large numbers (sometimes thousands), who attend our
Labor Day Reunion in September and the Lutefisk and Lefse
Supper on the first Saturday in November. Almont is STILL
on the map, and hopes to stay there!!

Marge and I have lived here all our lives and have elected
to stay on our O Bar O Ranch until our health (which is still
good!) forces us to move elsewhere. We are proud of our
community and prouder yet to claim it as our home!

— Sig and Marge Peterson

(The Almont History book of 1981 include family histories of the population of this area and also a more detailed account

of Almont’s growing years.)
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A Patent (Homestead Certificate) issued to my grandfather, Gabriel Peterson - November 12, 1906.

When we were living those “good old days,” they didn’t seem so good.
We read by the light of a kerosene lamp and heated our home with wood.
We carried water up the hill to wash with, cook and scrub.
And we took our baths behind the stove in a galvanized laundry tub.
I still can smell the old lye soap and feel the sting and hurt
When some of it got in my eyes, but it really got the dirt.
We slept on cornhusk mattresses, sometimes three in a bed. The early ones got the head.
We waded snow, ice and mud to get to the seat of learning
With a pot-bellied stove that froze our backs while our fronts were nearly burning.
We drank from a cup by a water pail on a bench where the teacher put it;
And whatever ailment any kid had, the rest were sure to get it.
In the winter you milked in a drafty barn while the wind whistled through the cracks;
And the whirling snow, while you were inside, filled up your fresh made tracks.
A little house at the end of a patch, half hidden with brush and weeds,
In summer’s heat and winters’ cold served our family’s needs.
Now you may look with envious eyes to these times — if you are twenty.
But I've been through those “Good Old Days,” and once my friend, is plenty.
—Ruth Shook
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